This small volume is a fascinating attempt to discuss some aspects of research into the treatment of cancer. A little lateral thinking has been employed by the editors of this book; the bread and butter of most clinical research in cancer, the therapeutic trial, is largely ignored, and other aspects of cancer treatment are discussed. The chapters range, therefore, from a study of surface markers in non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, through an evaluation of mammography to a penetrating view of "unconventional" (fraudulent) treatments of cancer.
An oncologist experienced in any one of the areas discussed will probably find the chapter relatively superficial. This is inevitable since few chapters are longer than 10 pages and the figures and tables are expansively presented. The purpose of this book, though, is surely a "cross-fertilisation" exercise. In clinical oncology it is all too easy to become highly experienced in one sub-sub-speciality and to be unaware of other developments. This volume may help with its tantalising insight into other people's work to broaden a few minds and hopefully stimulate further reading. If it succeeds in this then its more apparent purpose will have been fulfilled. It is to be hoped that further volumes follow with more updating of the nooks and crannies of oncology for the average clinician. This is the 6th book in the series under the general heading "Diagnostic and Therapeutic Radiology". The aim of the series is to inform the clinician of developments in the newer modalities. The book is divided into 2 parts. Chapters 1-6 deal with oncology and ultrasound in general terms. Concise accounts of tumour diagnosis (including a chapter on percutaneous biopsy diagnosis) staging, treatment planning and response to therapy are given. The various abnormalities which may be demonstrated with ultrasound are outlined and their relevance to the clinical situation discussed. In Chapters 7-11, each of the major body systems is dealt with separately, and the use of diagnostic ultrasound in the management of malignancy in each system is covered in detail.
Unlike so many books about Diagnostic Ultrasound which are currently appearing, the correlation between the clinical situation and the ultrasound examination is not merely alluded to, but forms the main theme of this book. For each organ or tumour discussed, the role of ultrasound in diagnosis, staging, treatment, planning and response to treatment is described. Indications of the incidence and likely mode of tumour spread are given alongside the ultrasound findings. Although this approach leads to some repetition, which is at times irritating, it is infinitely preferable to lists of ultrasound appearances of various tumours, with no clinical correlation.
Throughout the book, emphasis is rightly placed on the safe and non-invasive nature of diagnostic ultrasound, but there is only scant mention of its limitations: e.g. bowel gas, obesity, scar tissue. Consequently, a reader without experience in ultrasound may well get the false impression that, for example, it is possible to image the whole length of para-aortic region clearly in every patient.
The chapter on the digestive tract gives an excellent appraisal of the current studies of diagnostic ultrasound and tumours of the bowel, including the "target" or "pseudo kidney" sign of intestinal abnormality, the use of real-time to demonstrate peristalsis and potential uses of endoscopic probes. A separate chapter devoted to paediatric oncology illustrates well the complementary use of various different imaging modalities in diverse clinical situations. Inevitably, with several authors, the image quality varies throughout the book but the overall standard is high. Despite some repetition, the different tumours are well demonstrated. It would be difficult to reach the end of the book unable to
